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Proposed Amendment No. 1 

Regular Session, 2025 
———— 

ACT No. 223 
———— 

SENATE BILL NO. 8 
BY SENATOR MORRIS AND 
REPRESENTATIVE CHAS-

SION 

A JOINT RESOLUTION 

Proposing to amend Article X, 
Section 2(B) of the Constitution 
of Louisiana, relative to state 
civil service; to authorize addi-
tional positions in the unclassi-
fied state civil service by law; to 
prohibit the removal of such po-
sitions except by law; and to 
specify an election for submis-
sion of the proposition to elec-
tors and provide a ballot 
proposition. 
Section 1. Be it resolved by the 
Legislature of Louisiana, two-
thirds of the members elected to 
each house concurring, that 
there shall be submitted to the 
electors of the state, for their ap-
proval or rejection in the manner 
provided by law, a proposal to 
amend Article X, Section 2(B) of 
the Constitution of Louisiana, to 
read as follows: 

§2. Classified and Unclassified 
Service 
Section 2.(A) 

* * * 
(B) Unclassified Service. The 
unclassified service shall include 
the following officers and em-
ployees in the state and city civil 
service: 
(1) elected officials and persons 
appointed to fill vacancies in 
elective offices; 
(2) the heads of each principal 
executive department appointed 
by the governor, the mayor, or 
the governing authority of a city; 
(3) city attorneys; 
(4) registrars of voters; 
(5) members of state and city 
boards, authorities, and com-
missions; 
(6) one private secretary to the 
president of each college or uni-
versity; 
(7) one person holding a confi-
dential position and one princi-
pal assistant or deputy to any 
officer, board, commission, or 
authority mentioned in (1), (2), 
(4), or (5) above, except civil 
service departments; 
(8) members of the military or 
naval forces; 
(9) teaching and professional 
staffs, and administrative offi-
cers of schools, colleges, and 
universities of the state, and 
bona fide students of those insti-
tutions employed by any state, 
parochial, or municipal agency; 
(10) employees, deputies, and 
officers of the legislature and of 
the offices of the governor, lieu-
tenant governor, attorney gen-
eral, each mayor and city 
attorney, of police juries, school 
boards, assessors, and of all of-
fices provided for in Article V of 
this constitution except the of-
fices of clerk of the municipal 
and traffic courts in New Or-
leans; 
(11) commissioners of elections, 
watchers, and custodians and 
deputy custodians of voting ma-
chines; 
(12) railroad employees whose 
working conditions and retire-
ment benefits are regulated by 
federal agencies in accordance 
with federal law; and 
(13) the director, deputy director, 
and all employees of the Gover-
nor’s Office of Homeland Secu-
rity and Emergency 
Preparedness. 
Additional positions may be 
added to the unclassified service 
and those positions may be re-
voked by rules adopted by a 
commission. Additional offi-
cers, positions, and employ-
ees may be added to the 
unclassified service in the 
state civil service by law and 
such additional officers, posi-
tions, and employees may be 
removed from the unclassi-
fied service only by law. 
Section 2. Be it further resolved 
that this proposed amendment 
shall be submitted to the elec-
tors of the state of Louisiana at 
a statewide election to be held 
on April 18, 2026, if House Bill 
No. 625 of the 2025 Regular 
Session of the Legislature of 
Louisiana becomes effective. If 
House Bill No. 625 of the 2025 
Regular Session of the Legisla-
ture of Louisiana does not be-
come effective, this proposed 
amendment shall be submitted 
to the electors of the state of 
Louisiana at a statewide election 
to be held on November 3, 
2026. 
Section 3. Be it further resolved 
that on the official ballot to be 
used at said election there shall 
be printed a proposition, upon 
which the electors of the state 
shall be permitted 
to vote YES or NO, to amend 
the Constitution of Louisiana, 
which proposition shall read as 
follows: 
“Do you support an amendment 
to allow the legislature to re-
move or add officers, positions, 
and employees to the unclassi-
fied state civil service?” 
(Amends Article X, Section 2(B)) 
Proposed Amendment No. 2 

Regular Session, 2025 
———— 

ACT No. 218 
———— 

SENATE BILL NO. 25 
BY SENATOR EDMONDS AND 
REPRESENTATIVE CHENEV-

ERT 
A JOINT RESOLUTION 

 
Proposing to amend Article VIII, 
Section 13(D)(1) of the Constitu-
tion of Louisiana, relative to cer-
tain effects and purposes for the 
proposed St. George community 
school system in East Baton 
Rouge Parish which shall be re-
garded and treated as a parish 
and shall have the authority 
granted parishes with respect to 
operating a school system, in-
cluding the purposes of certain 
funding and the raising of certain 
local revenues for the support of 
elementary and secondary 
schools; to provide for submis-
sion of the proposed amend-
ment to the electors; to specify 
an election date for submission 
of the proposition to electors and 
to provide for a ballot proposi-
tion. 
Section 1. Be it resolved by the 
Legislature of Louisiana, two-
thirds of the members elected to 
each house concurring, that 
there shall be submitted to the 
electors of the state, for their ap-
proval or rejection in the manner 
provided by law, a proposal to 
amend Article VIII, Section 
13(D)(1) of the Constitution of 
Louisiana, to read as follows:  
 
§13. Funding; Apportionment 
 Section 13.  

* * *  
(D)(1) Municipal and Other 
School Systems. For the effects 
and purposes of this Section, 
the Central community school 
system, the St. George com-
munity school system, and the 
Zachary community school sys-
tem in East Baton Rouge Parish, 
and the municipalities of Baker 
in East Baton Rouge Parish, 
Monroe in Ouachita Parish, and 
Bogalusa in Washington Parish, 
and no others, shall be regarded 
and treated as parishes and 
shall have the authority granted 
parishes. Consistent with Article 
VIII of this constitution, relevant 
to equal educational opportuni-
ties, no state dollars shall be 
used to discriminate or to have 
the effect of discriminating in 
providing equal educational op-
portunity for all students. 

 * * * 
Section 2. Be it further resolved 
that this proposed amendment 
shall be submitted to the elec-
tors of the state of Louisiana at 
a statewide election to be held 
on April 18, 2026, if House Bill 
No. 625 of the 2025 Regular 
Session of the Legislature of 
Louisiana becomes effective. If 
House Bill No. 625 of the 2025 
Regular Session of the Legisla-
ture of Louisiana does not be-
come effective, this proposed 
amendment shall be submitted 
to the electors of the state of 
Louisiana at a statewide election 
to be held on November 3, 
2026. 
Section 3. Be it further resolved 
that on the official ballot to be 
used at said election there shall 
be printed a proposition, upon 
which the electors of the state 
shall be permitted to vote YES 
or NO, to amend the Constitu-
tion of Louisiana, which proposi-
tion shall read as follows: 

Do you support an amendment 
to grant the St. George commu-
nity school system in East Baton 
Rouge Parish the same author-
ity granted parishes for pur-
poses of Article VIII, Section 13 
of the Constitution of Louisiana, 
including purposes related to the 
minimum foundation program, 
funding for certain school books 
and instructional materials, and 
the raising of certain local rev-
enues for the support of elemen-
tary and secondary schools? 
(Amends Article VIII, Section 
13(D)(1)) 

Proposed Amendment No. 3 
Regular Session, 2025 

———— 
ACT No. 222 

———— 
HOUSE BILL NO. 473 

BY REPRESENTATIVE EMER-
SON AND SENATOR ED-

MONDS 
 

A JOINT RESOLUTION 

Proposing to amend Article VII, 
Section 10.8(A)(1), (2), and (4), 
(B), and (C)(1) of the Constitu-
tion of Louisiana, to enact Article 
VII, Section 10.17, and to repeal 
Article VII, Sections 10(F)(4)(d), 
10.1, 10.8(A)(3) and (C)(3), and 
10.16(A)(9), relative to monies in 
the state treasury; to repeal the 
Education Excellence Fund 
within the Millennium Trust, the 
Louisiana Education Quality 
Trust Fund, and the Louisiana 
Quality Education Support Fund; 
to apply monies held in those 
funds to liabilities of the Teach-
ers’ Retirement System of 
Louisiana and to require local 
public school systems to pay a 
teacher pay raise with savings 
realized from payment of those 
retirement system liabilities; to 
require additional state general 
fund expenditures for the Mini-
mum Foundation Program rela-
tive to such pay raises; to direct 
the state treasurer to take cer-
tain actions with respect to 
monies in repealed funds; to 
provide for calculation and trans-
fer of such monies to the Over-
collections Fund for use by 
specified entities pursuant to 
outlined restrictions; to execute 
technical changes; to provide for 
submission of the proposed 
amendment to the electors; and 
to provide for related matters. 
Section 1. Be it resolved by the 
Legislature of Louisiana, two-
thirds of the members elected to 
each house concurring, that 
there shall be submitted to the 
electors of the state of 
Louisiana, for their approval or 
rejection in the manner provided 
by law, a proposal to amend Ar-
ticle VII, Section 10.8(A)(1), (2), 
and (4), (B), and (C)(1) of the 
Constitution of Louisiana and to 
enact Article VII, Section 10.17 
to read as follows: 

§10.8. Millennium Trust 
Section 10.8. Millennium Trust 
(A) Creation. (1) There shall be 
established in the state treasury 
as a special permanent trust the 
“Millennium Trust”. After alloca-
tion of money to the Bond Secu-
rity and Redemption Fund as 
provided in Article VII, Section 
9(B) of this constitution, the 
treasurer shall deposit in and 
credit to the Millennium Trust 
certain monies received as a re-
sult of the Master Settlement 
Agreement, hereinafter the “Set-
tlement Agreement”, executed 
November 23, 1998, and ap-
proved by Consent Decree and 
Final Judgment entered in the 
case “Richard P. Ieyoub, Attor-
ney General, ex rel. State of 
Louisiana v. Philip Morris, Incor-
porated, et al.”, bearing Number 
98-6473 on the docket of the 
Fourteenth Judicial District for 
the parish of Calcasieu, state of 
Louisiana; and all dividend and 
interest income and all realized 
capital gains on investment of 
the monies in the Millennium 
Trust. The treasurer shall de-
posit in and credit to the Millen-
nium Trust the following 
amounts of monies received as 
a result of the Settlement Agree-
ment: 
(a) Fiscal Year 2000-2001, forty-
five percent of the total monies 
received that year. 
(b) Fiscal Year 2001-2002, sixty 
percent of the total monies re-
ceived that year. 
(c) Fiscal Year 2002-2003 and 
each fiscal year thereafter, sev-
enty-five percent of the total 
monies received that year. each 
fiscal year as a result of the Set-
tlement Agreement. However, 
beginning in Fiscal Year 2011-
2012 after the balance in the Mil-
lennium Trust reaches a total of 
one billion three hundred eighty 
million dollars, the The monies 
deposited in and credited to the 
Millennium Trust, received as a 
result of the Settlement Agree-
ment, shall be allocated to the 
various funds within the Millen-
nium Trust as provided in Sub-
subparagraphs (2)(b), (3)(b), 
and (4)(b) and (c) of this Para-
graph. TOPS Fund. 
(d) For Fiscal Year 2000-2001, 
Fiscal Year 2001-2002, and Fis-
cal Year 2002-2003, ten percent 
of the total monies received in 
each of those years for credit to 
the Education Excellence Fund 
which, notwithstanding the pro-
visions of Subparagraph (C)(1) 
of this Section, shall be appro-
priated for the purposes pro-
vided in Subsubparagraph (d) of 
Subparagraph (3) of Paragraph 
(C) of this Section.  
(2)(a) The Health Excellence 
Fund shall be established as a 
special fund within the Millen-

nium Trust. The treasurer shall 
credit to the Health Excellence 
Fund one-third of the Settlement 
Agreement proceeds deposited 
each year into the Millennium 
Trust, and one-third of all invest-
ment earnings on the invest-
ment of the Millennium Trust. 
The treasurer shall report annu-
ally to the legislature as to the 
amount of Millennium Trust in-
vestment earnings credited to 
the Health Excellence Fund. 
(b) Beginning Fiscal Year 2011-
2012, and each fiscal year 
thereafter, the The treasurer 
shall credit to the Health Excel-
lence Fund one-third one-half of 
all investment earnings on the 
investment of the Millennium 
Trust. The treasurer shall report 
annually to the legislature as to 
the amount of Millennium Trust 
investment earnings credited to 
the Health Excellence Fund.  
(c) (b) Beginning on July 1, 
2012, after After allocation of 
money to the Bond Security and 
Redemption Fund as provided in 
Article VII, Section 9(B) of this 
constitution, the state treasurer 
shall deposit in and credit to the 
Health Excellence Fund an 
amount equal to the revenues 
derived from the tax levied pur-
suant to R.S. 47:841(B)(3). 

* * * 
(4)(a) The TOPS Fund shall be 
established as a special fund 
within the Millennium Trust. The 
treasurer shall deposit in and 
credit to the TOPS Fund one- 
third of the Settlement Agree-
ment proceeds deposited into 
the Millennium Trust, and one-
third of all investment earnings 
on the investment of the Millen-
nium Trust. The treasurer shall 
report annually to the legislature 
as to the amount of Millennium 
Trust investment earnings cred-
ited to the TOPS Fund.  
(b) Beginning Fiscal Year 2011-
2012, and each fiscal year 
thereafter, the The treasurer 
shall credit to the TOPS Fund 
one hundred percent of the Set-
tlement Agreement proceeds 
deposited into the Millennium 
Trust, and one-third one-half of 
all investment earnings on the 
investment of the Millennium 
Trust. The treasurer shall report 
annually to the legislature as to 
the amount of Millennium Trust 
Settlement Agreement proceeds 
and investment earnings cred-
ited to the TOPS Fund.  
(c) Upon the effective date of 
this Subsubparagraph, the state 
treasurer shall deposit, transfer, 
or otherwise credit funds in an 
amount equal to such Settle-
ment Agreement proceeds de-
posited in and credited to the 
Millennium Trust received by the 
state between April 1, 2011 and 
the effective date of this Subsub-
paragraph to the TOPS Fund. 

* * * 
(B) Investment. Monies credited 
to the Millennium Trust pursuant 
to Paragraph (A) of this Section 
shall be invested by the treas-
urer with the same authority and 
subject to the same restrictions 
as the Louisiana Education 
Quality Trust Fund. as provided 
by law. However, the portion of 
monies in the Millennium Trust 
which may be invested in stock 
may be increased to no more 
than fifty percent by a specific 
legislative instrument which re-
ceives a favorable vote of two-
thirds of the elected members of 
each house of the legislature. 
The legislature shall provide for 
procedures for the investment of 
such monies by law. The treas-
urer may contract, subject to the 
approval of the State Bond 
Commission, for the manage-
ment of such investments and, if 
a contract is entered into, 
amounts necessary to pay the 
costs of the contract shall be ap-
propriated from the Millennium 
Trust. 
(C) Appropriations. (1)(a) Appro-
priations from the Education Ex-
cellence Fund shall be limited to 
an annual amount not to exceed 
the estimated aggregate annual 
earnings from interest, divi-
dends, and realized capital 
gains on investment of the trust 
allocated as provided by Para-
graph (A) of this Section and as 
recognized by the Revenue Es-
timating Conference. Amounts 
determined to be available for 
appropriation shall be those ag-
gregate investment earnings 
which are in excess of an infla-
tion factor as determined by the 
Revenue Estimating Confer-
ence. The amount of realized 
capital gains on investment 
which may be included in the 
aggregate earnings available for 
appropriation in any year shall 
not exceed the aggregate of 
earnings from interest and divi-
dends for that year.  
(b)(i) For Fiscal Year 2011-2012, 
appropriations from the Health 
Excellence Fund shall be limited 
to an annual amount not to ex-
ceed the estimated aggregate 
annual earnings from interest, 
dividends, and realized capital 
gains on investment of the trust 
and credited to the Health Excel-
lence Fund as provided by Sub-
subparagraph (A)(2)(b) of this 
Section and as recognized by 
the Revenue Estimating Confer-
ence.  
(ii) For Fiscal Year 2012-2013, 
and each fiscal year thereafter, 
appropriations Appropriations 
from the Health Excellence 
Fund shall be limited to an an-
nual amount not to exceed the 
estimated aggregate annual 
earnings from interest, divi-
dends, and realized capital 
gains on investment of the trust 
and credited to the Health Excel-
lence Fund as provided by Sub-
subparagraph (A)(2)(b) (A)(2)(a) 
of this Section and as recog-
nized by the Revenue Estimat-
ing Conference and the amount 
of proceeds credited to and de-
posited into the Health Excel-
lence Fund as provided by 
Subsubparagraph (A)(2)(c) 
(A)(2)(b) of this Section. 
(c)(i) For Fiscal Year 2011-2012, 
appropriations from the TOPS 
Fund shall be limited to the 
amount of Settlement Agree-
ment proceeds credited to and 
deposited into the TOPS Fund 
as provided by Subsubpara-
graphs (A)(4)(b) and (c) of this 
Section, and an annual amount 
not to exceed the estimated ag-
gregate annual earnings from in-
terest, dividends, and realized 
capital gains on investment of 
the trust and credited to the 
TOPS Fund as provided by Sub-
subparagraph (A)(4)(b) of this 
Section and as recognized by 
the Revenue Estimating Confer-
ence. 
(ii) (b)(i) For Fiscal Year 2012-
2013, and each fiscal year 
thereafter, appropriations Appro-
priations from the TOPS Fund 
shall be limited to the amount of 
annual Settlement Agreement 
proceeds credited to and de-
posited into the TOPS Fund as 
provided in Subsubparagraph 
(A)(4)(b) Subparagraph (A)(4) of 
this Section, and an annual 
amount not to exceed the esti-
mated aggregate annual earn-
ings from interest, dividends, 
and realized capital gains on in-
vestment of the trust and cred-
ited to the TOPS Fund as 
provided in Subsubparagraph 
(A)(4)(b) Subparagraph (A)(4) of 
this Section and as recognized 
by the Revenue Estimating Con-
ference.  
(iii) (ii) Further, for Fiscal Year 
2011-2012, and each fiscal year 
thereafter, amounts Amounts 
determined to be available for 
appropriation from the TOPS 
Fund from interest earnings 
shall be those aggregate invest-
ment earnings which are in ex-
cess of an inflation factor as 
determined by the Revenue Es-
timating Conference. The 
amount of realized capital gains 
on investment which may be in-
cluded in the aggregate earn-
ings available for appropriation 
in any year shall not exceed the 
aggregate of earnings from in-
terest and dividends for that 
year. 

* * * 
§10.17. Payment of State Re-
tirement Debt 
Section 10.17.(A)(1) Notwith-
standing any other provision of 
this constitution to the contrary, 
no later than May 31, 2026, the 
state treasurer shall transfer to 
the Teachers’ Retirement Sys-
tem of Louisiana the liquidated 
fair market value of each of the 
following: 
(a) The Education Excellence 
Fund. 
(b) The Louisiana Education 
Quality Trust Fund. 
(c) The Louisiana Quality Edu-
cation Support Fund. 
(2) The Teachers’ Retirement 
System of Louisiana shall apply 
monies received pursuant to 
Subparagraph (1) of this Para-
graph to its oldest outstanding 
positive amortization base. After 
liquidation of such base, any re-
maining monies shall be applied 
to the next-oldest outstanding 
positive amortization base, until 
all such monies have been ap-
plied. If application of monies 
pursuant to the provisions of this 
Subparagraph are insufficient to 
fully liquidate an amortization 
base, after application of such 
monies the net remaining liability 
of such amortization base shall 
be reamortized with annual 
level-dollar payments calculated 
in the same manner as other 
system amortization payments 
and over the remainder of the 
amortization period originally es-
tablished for that base. 
(B)(1) Any net savings attributa-
ble to the payments made pur-
suant to Paragraph (A) of this 
Section shall be used by each 
public school system that partic-
ipates in the Teachers’ Retire-
ment System of Louisiana to 
provide a permanent salary in-
crease, plus any related bene-
fits, of two thousand two 
hundred fifty dollars for certifi-
cated personnel and one thou-
sand one hundred twenty-five 
dollars for noncertificated per-
sonnel, as provided by law.  
(2)(a) Notwithstanding any pro-
vision of this constitution or law 
to the contrary, the minimum 
foundation program formula ef-
fective for the 2026-2027 school 
year shall include both of the fol-
lowing:  
(i) A permanent salary increase 
and related benefits for public 
school system personnel whose 
employers do not participate in 
the Teachers’ Retirement Sys-
tem of Louisiana equivalent to 
the permanent salary increase 
and related benefits provided 
pursuant to the provisions of 
Subparagraph (1) of this Para-
graph.  
(ii) A calculation of the total 
amount necessary to complete 
funding of the permanent salary 
increase and related benefits 
granted pursuant to Subpara-
graph (1) of this Paragraph for 
each public school system that 
participates in the Teachers’ Re-
tirement System of Louisiana 
that did not realize net savings 
for the 2026-2027 school year 
attributable to the payments 
made pursuant to Paragraph (A) 
of this Section sufficient to fund 
such permanent salary increase 
and related benefits.  
(b)(i) Until the legislature ap-
proves a formula pursuant to Ar-
ticle VIII, Section 13 of this 
Constitution that includes the 
funding and permanent salary 
increase and related benefits re-
quired pursuant to Subsubpara-
graph (a) of this Subparagraph, 
they are deemed part of the for-
mula most recently adopted by 
the State Board of Elementary 
and Secondary Education and 
approved by the legislature. 
(ii) The provisions of this Sub-
paragraph shall not be con-
strued to infringe on the 
authority granted to the State 
Board of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education pursuant to 
Article VIII, Sections 3(A) and 
13(B) of this Constitution and 
shall cease to apply when a new 
minimum foundation program 
formula that includes the funding 
and permanent salary increase 
required pursuant to Subsub-
paragraph (a) of this Subpara-
graph is adopted by the State 
Board of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education or its succes-
sor and is approved by the 
legislature in conformity with the 
provisions of Article VIII, Section 
13(B). 
(c) Funding amounts required 
pursuant to the provisions of 
Item (a)(ii) of this Subparagraph 
shall be maintained for each 
public school system at the level 
established for that system for 
the 2026-2027 school year until 
a new minimum foundation pro-
gram formula that includes the 
funding and permanent salary 
increase required pursuant to 
Subsubparagraph (a) of this 
Subparagraph is adopted by the 
State Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education or its suc-
cessor and is approved by the 
legislature in conformity with the 
provisions of Article VIII, Section 
13(B). 
(3) For the purposes of this 
Paragraph, the following terms 
shall have the following mean-
ings, unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise: 
(a) “Personnel” shall mean per-
sons employed in the positions 
for which an across-the-board 
pay raise was proposed in the 
Fiscal Year 2023-2024 minimum 
foundation program formula for 
that fiscal year and for which a 
stipend was provided for Fiscal 
Year 2024-2025 in Act No. 4 of 
the 2024 Regular Session of the 
Legislature.  
(b) “Public school system” shall 
mean any city, parish, or other 
local public school board; char-
ter school; and any other ele-
mentary or secondary school 
governing authority. 
Section 2. Be it resolved by the 
Legislature of Louisiana, two-
thirds of the members elected to 
each house concurring, that 
there shall be submitted to the 
electors of the state of 
Louisiana, for their approval or 
rejection in the manner provided 
by law, a proposal to repeal Arti-
cle VII, Sections 10(F)(4)(d), 
10.1, 10.8(A)(3) and (C)(3), and 
10.16(A)(9).  
Section 3. Within two weeks of 
the effective date of this Act, the 
Department of Education shall 
coordinate with the Department 
of Treasury to certify amounts 
maintained in the Education Ex-
cellence Fund held to the credit 
of a political subdivision or 
school. The state treasurer is 
hereby authorized and directed 
to transfer to the Overcollections 
Fund an amount equal to the 
total certified balance. Notwith-
standing any provision of consti-
tution or law to the contrary, 
monies held in the Overcollec-
tions Fund pursuant to the pro-
visions of this Section may be 
withdrawn by the Department of 
Education without appropriation 
in order to remit to each entity its 
certified amount prior to the end 
of fiscal year 2026-2027. Use of 

monies received pursuant to the 
provisions of this Section shall 
be restricted to expenditure for 
pre-kindergarten through twelfth 
grade instructional enhance-
ment for students, including 
early childhood education pro-
grams focused on enhancing 
the preparation of at-risk chil-
dren for school, remedial in-
struction, and assistance to 
children who fail to achieve the 
required scores on any tests 
passage of which are required 
pursuant to state law or rule for 
advancement to a succeeding 
grade or other educational pro-
grams approved by the legisla-
ture. Expenditures for 
maintenance or renovation of 
buildings, capital improvements, 
and increases in employee 
salaries are prohibited. 
Section 4. Within two weeks of 
the effective date of this Act, the 
State Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education and the 
Board of Regents shall each co-
ordinate with the Department of 
Treasury to certify amounts 
maintained in the Louisiana 
Quality Education Support Fund 
held to the agency’s credit within 
the fund. The state treasurer is 
hereby authorized and directed 
to transfer to the Overcollections 
Fund an amount equal to the 
certified balances of each 
agency. Monies held in the 
Overcollections Fund for each 
agency shall be appropriated 
and used in accordance with the 
following:  
(A) Higher Education. Monies 
attributable to the certified bal-
ance of the Board of Regents 
shall be appropriated to the 
Board of Regents and allocated 
for any or all of the following 
higher educational purposes to 
enhance economic develop-
ment:  
(1) The carefully defined re-
search efforts of public and pri-
vate universities in Louisiana. 
(2) The endowment of chairs for 
eminent scholars. 
(3) The enhancement of the 
quality of academic, research, or 
agricultural departments or units 
within a community college, col-
lege, or university. These funds 
shall not be used for athletic pur-
poses or programs. 
(4) The recruitment of superior 
graduate students. 
(B) Elementary and Secondary 
Education. Monies attributable 
to the State Board of Elementary 
and Secondary Education shall 
be appropriated to the State 
Board of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education and allocated 
for any or all of the following pur-
poses: 
(1) To provide compensation to 
city or parish school board pro-
fessional instructional employ-
ees. 
(2) To insure an adequate sup-
ply of superior textbooks, library 
books, equipment, and other in-
structional materials. 
(3) To fund exemplary programs 
in elementary and secondary 
schools designed to improve el-
ementary or secondary student 
academic achievement or voca-
tional-technical skill. 
(4) To fund carefully defined re-
search efforts, including pilot 
programs, designed to improve 
elementary and secondary stu-
dent academic achievement. 
(5) To fund school remediation 
programs and preschool pro-
grams. 
(6) To fund the teaching of for-
eign languages in elementary 
and secondary schools. 
(7) To fund an adequate supply 
of teachers by providing scholar-
ships or stipends to prospective 
teachers in academic or voca-
tional-technical areas where 
there is a critical teacher short-
age. 
Section 5.(A) Notwithstanding 
any provision of this Act to the 
contrary, any transfer to the 
Teachers’ Retirement System of 
Louisiana pursuant to the provi-
sions of this Act shall be net of 
amounts needed to satisfy the 
requirements of Sections 3 and 
4 of this Act and amounts 
needed to satisfy 2025-2026 fis-
cal year appropriations from the 
following funds: 
(1) Louisiana Education Quality 
Trust Fund. 
(2) Louisiana Quality Education 
Support Fund. 
(3) Education Excellence Fund. 
(B) Unexpended monies in each 
of the funds listed in Paragraph 
(A) of this Section shall be trans-
ferred to the state general fund 
on July 1, 2026. No appropria-
tion from any such fund from the 
2025-2026 fiscal year shall be 
carried forward to next fiscal 
year.  
Section 6. Notwithstanding any 
provision of law to the contrary, 
after the effective date of this 
Act, unless or until directed oth-
erwise by law the treasurer shall 
deposit into the state general 
fund any monies that would 
have been deposited in or cred-
ited to the following funds: 
(A) Louisiana Education Quality 
Trust Fund. 
(B) Louisiana Quality Education 
Support Fund. 
(C) Education Excellence Fund. 
Section 7. To the extent any ad-
ditional funding is needed for the 
minimum foundation program 
formula for Fiscal Year 2026-
2027 because of the provisions 
of this Act, the total amount of 
such funding shall be submitted 
by the State Board of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education 
to the legislature for inclusion in 
the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 gen-
eral appropriation bill no later 
than May 15, 2026. 
Section 8. Be it further resolved 
that this proposed amendment 
shall be submitted to the elec-
tors of the state of Louisiana at 
the statewide election to be held 
on April 18, 2026. 
Section 9. Be it further resolved 
that on the official ballot to be 
used at the election, there shall 
be printed a proposition, upon 
which the electors of the state 
shall be permitted to vote YES 
or NO, to amend the Constitu-
tion of Louisiana, which proposi-
tion shall read as follows: 
 
Do you support an amendment 
to fund a $2,250 teacher pay 
raise and $1,125 support staff 
pay raise by utilizing the remain-
ing savings from paying down 
the debt of the Teachers’ Retire-
ment System of Louisiana with 
monies from certain constitu-
tional funds? 
(Effective January 1, 2027) 
(Amends Article VII, Section 
10.8(A)(1), (2), and (4), (B), and 
(C)(1); Adds Article VII, Section 
10.17; Repeals Article VII, Sec-
tions 10(F)(4)(d), 10.1, 
10.8(A)(3) and (C)(3), and 
10.16(A)(9)) 
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A JOINT RESOLUTION 

 
Proposing to amend Article VII, 
Sections 10.15(F)(1) and 18(A) 
and (B) and to add Article 3 VII, 
Sections 20.1, 20.2, and 21(P) 
of the Constitution of Louisiana, 
relative to ad valorem taxes; to 
authorize certain payments to 
certain parishes; to provide for 
the classification of certain prop-
erty; to authorize the exemption 
of certain property under certain 
circumstances; to provide for ef-
fectiveness; to provide for sub-
mission of the proposed 
amendment to the electors; and 
to provide for related matters. 
Section 1. Be it resolved by the 
Legislature of Louisiana, two-
thirds of the members elected to 
each house concurring, that 
there shall be submitted to the 
electors of the state of 
Louisiana, for their approval or 
rejection in the manner provided 
by law, a proposal to amend Ar-
ticle VII, Sections 10.15(F)(1) 
and 18(A) and (B) and to add Ar-
ticle VII, Sections 20.1, 20.2, 
and 21(P) of the Constitution of 
Louisiana, to read as follows: 

 
§10.15. Revenue Stabilization 
Trust Fund 

Section 10.15. 
Revenue Stabilization Trust 
Fund. (A) The Revenue 
Stabilization Trust Fund is 
hereby established in the state 
treasury as a special trust fund, 
hereinafter referred to as the 
“fund”. 

* * * 
(F)(1) Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this constitution and in 
Subparagraphs (2) and (3) of 
this Paragraph, no appropria-
tions shall be made from the 
Revenue Stabilization Trust 
Fund. 

* * * 
§18. Ad Valorem Taxes 
Section 18.(A) Assessments. 
Property subject to ad valorem 
taxation shall be listed on the as-
sessment rolls at its assessed 
valuation, which, except as pro-
vided in Paragraphs (C), (F), 
and (G) of this Section and Arti-
cle VII, Section 21(P) of this 
Constitution, shall be a percent-
age of its fair market value. The 
percentage of fair market value 
shall be uniform throughout the 
state upon the same class of 
property. 
(B) Classification. (1) The clas-
sifications of property subject to 
ad valorem taxation and the per-
centage of fair market value ap-
plicable to each classification for 
the purpose of determining as-
sessed valuation are as follows: 
Classifications      Percentages 
1.(a) Land    10% 
2.(b) Improvements for residen-
tial purposes    10% 
3.(c) Electric cooperative prop-
erties, excluding land   15% 
4.(d) Public service properties, 
excluding land   25% 
(e) Public Service property, ex-
cluding land, owned by a rail-
road company   15% 
(f) Business inventory    15% 
5.(g) Other Property   15% 
(2) The legislature may enact 
laws defining electric coopera-
tive properties and public serv-
ice properties. 

* * * 
§20.1. Ad valorem tax; Business 
inventory tax exemption prohibi-
tion 
Section 20.1. Notwithstanding 
any provision of this constitution 
to the contrary, the legislature 
shall not enact any law mandat-
ing any taxing authority to ex-
empt business inventory from ad 
valorem tax. For purposes of 
this Section, “business inven-
tory” means the aggregate of 
those items of tangible personal 
property that are held for sale in 
the ordinary course of business, 
are currently in the process of 
production for subsequent sale, 
or are to physically become a 
part of the production of such 
goods. 
 
§20.2. Ad Valorem Tax Exemp-
tion Funding 
 
Section 20.2. There shall be a 
one-time payment from the Rev-
enue Stabilization Trust Fund to 
each parish that elects to irrevo-
cably exempt, in accordance 
with law, all business inventory 
within its boundaries from ad 
valorem tax. Any payment made 
pursuant to this Section shall be 
disbursed by the treasurer to the 
tax collector of the parish. The 
tax collector shall distribute the 
monies pro rata to each taxing 
authority that levies an ad val-
orem tax within the parish. The 
amount of the payment shall be 
calculated as provided by law 
and certified by the Department 
of Revenue. Notwithstanding 
any provision of this constitution 
to the contrary, monies shall be 
disbursed by the treasurer to the 
collector within thirty days of re-
ceipt of a certification from the 
secretary of the Department of 
Revenue that the parish has ir-
revocably elected to exempt 
business inventory from ad val-
orem tax. 
 
§21. Other Property Exemptions 
Section 21. In addition to the 
homestead exemption provided 
for in Section 20 of this Article, 
the following property and no 
other shall be exempt from ad 
valorem taxation: 

* * * 
(P)(1) There shall be an optional 
ad valorem tax exemption on 
items constituting business in-
ventory, as defined in Article VII, 
Section 20.1 of this Constitution. 
The optional exemption shall 
only be effective in parishes in 
which the sheriff, school board, 
and the parish governing author-
ity all elect to exempt business 
inventory from ad valorem taxa-
tion. 
(2) A parish may elect to exempt 
all property constituting busi-
ness inventory or may elect to 
provide for a partial exemption 
of property constituting business 
inventory by reducing the per-
centage of fair market value ap-
plicable to such property only if 
all of the following agree to the 
election: the sheriff, the school 
board, and the parish governing 
authority. 
Section 2. Be it further resolved 
that the provisions of the 
amendment contained in this 
Joint Resolution shall be appli-
cable to tax years beginning on 
or after January 1, 2026. 
Section 3. Be it further resolved 
that this proposed amendment 
shall be submitted to the elec-
tors of the state of Louisiana at 
the statewide election to be held 
on April 18, 2026. 
Section 4. Be it further resolved 
that on the official ballot to be 
used at the election, there shall 
be printed a proposition, upon 
which the electors of the state 
shall be permitted to vote YES 
or NO, to amend the Constitu-
tion of Louisiana, which proposi-
tion shall read as follows: 
 
Do you support an amendment 
to allow a parish to reduce or ex-
empt property tax on property 
held as business inventory and 
to provide for the classification of 
Public Service Property? 
(Amends Article VII, Sections 
10.15(F)(1) and 18(A) and (B); 
Adds Article VII, Sections 20.1, 
20.2, and 21(P)) 
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A JOINT RESOLUTION 

 
Proposing to amend Article V, 
Section 23(B) of the Constitution 
of Louisiana, relative to the 
mandatory retirement of judges; 
to provide that a judge shall not 
remain in office beyond his sev-
enty-fifth birthday; to provide for 

submission of the proposed 
amendment to the electors; and 
to provide for related matters. 
Section 1. Be it resolved by the
Legislature of Louisiana, two-
thirds of the members elected to 
each house concurring, that 
there shall be submitted to the
electors of the state of
Louisiana, for their approval or 
rejection in the manner provided
by law, a proposal to amend Ar-
ticle V, Section 23(B) of the Con-
stitution of Louisiana, to read as 
follows: 
 
§23. Judges; Retirement 
Section 23. 

* * * 
(B) Mandatory Retirement. Ex-
cept as otherwise provided in
this Section, a judge shall not re-
main in office beyond his seven-
tieth birthday seventy-fifth 
birthday. A judge who attains 
seventy-five years of age A 
judge who attains seventy years
of age while serving a term of of-
fice shall be allowed to complete
that term of office. 
Section 2. Be it further resolved
that this proposed amendment 
shall be submitted to the elec-
tors of the state of Louisiana at
the statewide election to be held
on April 18, 2026. 
Section 3. Be it further resolved
that on the official ballot to be
used at the election, there shall
be printed a proposition, upon 
which the electors of the state
shall be permitted to vote YES
or NO, to amend the Constitu-
tion of Louisiana, which proposi-
tion shall read as follows: 
 
Do you support an amendment
to change the mandatory retire-
ment age for judges from sev-
enty to seventy-five, provided
that a judge may continue to
serve to complete a term of of-
fice? (Amends Article V, Section
23(B)) 
 
Pursuant to Act 1 of the 2025
First Extraordinary Session,
the election previously sched-
uled for April 18, 2026 has
been rescheduled for May 16,
2026. 
 
L’Observateur: 
Apr. 1, 2026 
AMENDMENTS


